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This conference brings together community leaders, concerned citizens, elected
officials, academics, and industry experts. Together we will break silos through
information sharing focused on identifying solutions to heal and improve the
environmental health of all Georgians.

What can be done right now to work with communities to move the
needle on addressing environmental impacts of health? How can we
measure success so that these immediate actions are sustained?
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<>— SCHEDULE —<>

Thursday, June 11th

8:00-8:30 am
8:30-9:30 am

9:45-11:00 am

9:45-11:00 am
11:15-12:30 pm
11:15-12:30 pm
12:30-1:00 pm
1:00-2:30 pm

2:45-4:00 pm

2:45-4:00 pm

4:00-6:00 pm

Friday, June 12th

President’s Suite
President’s Suite

President’s Suite

Clary Theatre

President’s Suite

Clary Theatre
President’s Suite
President’s Suite

President’s Suite

Clary Theatre

Hall of Success

Breakfast & Check-in
Kick Off & Keynote by Daniel Blackman

Building Change via Coalitions

Community & Climate Resilience

IYKYK: Effective Authentic Engagement Strategies

Panel: Community Power, Justice in Action
Grab & Go Lunch

Interactive Sessions

Panel: Black Women'’s EJ Activism in Coastal GA

Community-Involved Research

Unposter Session and Networking

8:00 am

8:10-9:00 am

9:10-10:25 am

10:40-11:50 am
10:40-11:50 am
12:30-1:00 pm

1:15-2:30 pm

1:15-2:30 pm

President’s Suite
President’s Suite
President’s Suite

President’s Suite

Clary Theatre

President’s Suite

President’s Suite

Clary Theatre

Breakfast & Check-in

Data Centers: Everything You Need to Know

Panel: Energy Grid & Affordability

Tales From Rural Towns

Panel: Community Benefit Agreements
Lunch & Table Talk

Holding Space for Climate Grief

Resilience as Resistance: Trauma Informed Tools
for E)] Communities



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Building Change via Coalitions

Speakers will explore bringing people together, outreach to specific groups, and building trust. They
will highlight examples from their own experiences and work.

Community Engagement Behind the Athens Calling All EcoQueers: Engaging LGBTQ+
Clean & Renewable Energy Plan Communities in EJ/CJ Coalitions
Olivia Asher Yarrow Koning

Community Mapping for Change Tracing
Relationships, Trust, & Action Across South
Georgia

Tykivious Grier

Community & Climate Resilience

Our climate doesn't just need to be resilient to change, but our people do as well. Learn how both
communities and the environment can be strengthened to respond to our changing climate.

The Social Mycelium: Relational Permaculture Tree Equity in the “City in a Forest”: Protecting
as the Missing Leg of Sustainability Urban Tree Canopies for Community Benefit
Amy Chicos Natalie Pilgeram

Building Climate Resilience Hubs in the Update on Environmental Justice Efforts in
Aftermath of Natural Disasters Dekalb County

Danait Issac Ted Terry

IYKYK: Effective Authentic Engagement Strategies

Meeting people where they are and sparking their interest goes a long way in creating change.
Speakers will cover various successful strategies to work with communities.

How the Bird's Eye View Can Elevate Your Culture is Infrastructure: Lessons from a
Cause Millennial-Led Organization Using Culture
Laura Early & Media for Environmental Justice

Diamond Spratling
Creating Climate Culture
Ryan Jones
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Panel: Building Community Power, Justice in Action

The Tift Site in East Point, GA has languished as a Class 1 Hazardous Waste site for 30 years. Its
industrial contaminants continue to pollute the headwaters of the South River despite regulatory
mandates for cleanup. This panel brings together community organizers, researchers, and policy
workers to show how the South River Watershed Alliance built community power through water
testing, open records requests, and resident mobilization. They ultimately forced Georgia's EPD back
to the negotiating table. Attendees will leave with practical tools to demand accountability and take
action against environmental injustice in their own communities.

Opal Baker, Forward Together East Point Marcus Morris, Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Dr. Jacqueline Echols, South River Wisdom Akanmisikum, Auburn University
Watershed Alliance

Finn Gillette, Fulton County Public Works

Interactive Sessions

Finish lunch and participate in small group exercises.

Tending the Social Soil: A Relational The Weight of Waste
Permaculture Design Lab Chad Livsey, The Chad Livsey Project

Amy Chicos, BeEcoWell
Insect Mania Card Gameplay

Smart Stormwater: Practical Solutions for a Akissi Stokes-Nelson, WundgerGrubs, Inc.

Resilient Future

Brandy Hall, Shades of Green Permaculture Your Community Members Can Become
Climate Heroes

Using Maps to Facilitate Storytelling Around Anna Zelcer, Climate Fresk & Angelini Pharma

Data Centers & Understand Community Needs
Allen Hyde, Georgia Institute of Technology

Panel: Black Women'’s Environmental & Climate Justice Activism in Coastal GA

This panel will engage climate and environmental justice advocates in coastal Georgia. We'll look to the
rich past of Black women'’s activism in the region. We'll look towards a future that centers memory,
heritage, and culture in climate justice movements. This discussion will highlight the successes and
challenges to addressing environmental injustice in coastal Georgia. Panelists will discuss ecological
injustices within their communities, how they sustain themselves and their work, and coalition-
building towards a sustainable climate justice movement on the Georgia coast.

Adrian Cato, Emory University Student Neesha Powell-Ingabire, Journalist, Essayist,

Writing Educator, & Cultural Organizer
Courtney McGill, Black-Owned Brunswick
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Community-Involved Research

NASA Hampton Roads Coastal Resilience
Project

Garry Harris, Center for Sustainable
Communities

Community-Engaged Approaches to
Understanding the Effects of Data Centers
on Communities in Atlanta

Allen Hyde, Georgia Institute of Technology

Unposter Session

Paved Over: What The 1-285 Expansion
Reveals About Health, Equity, & Community
Power

Lara Martin, Lindmoor Woods Neighborhood
Association

Attend the unposter session while enjoying snacks and networking with colleagues.

The First Living Building in the Southeast:
The Kendeda Building for Innovative
Sustainable Design

Jeremiah Dang, Kendeda Building Fellowship

Wind Energy & Georgia’s Energy Future
Sarah Eazzetta, Southeastern Wind Coalition

Tree Planting for Environmental Justice:
Reducing Urban Heat in Portsmouth’s
Vulnerable Communities

Garry Harris, Center for Sustainable
Communities

Rooted in Questions
Irene Jacob, Georgia Institute of Technology

A Triple Win: Environmental Education,
Restoration, & Green Jobs

Kathryn Kolb & Dajawn Williams,
EcoAddendum

How Can | Limit Harmful Exposures in My
Home?

Erin Lebow-Skelley & Alina Merceron,
HERCULES Exposome Research Center

Piedmont Park External Studies Group
Capstone Project
Gavin Messer, Trees Atlanta

Building a Community Starting at Square One
Gillian Smith & Marcia Worrell, Center for
Black Women's Wellness

The Value of Our Voices: Environmental
Justice Leaders Talk Data Centers
Sharon Rachel, Georgia Institute of
Technology

Environment Under Threat: A Case From
Ukraine

Nataliia Yaroshenko, Sumy National Agrarian
University & University of Buffalo
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Data Centers: Everything You Wanted to Know and More

This session will cover all things data centers: what they are, community outreach techniques, available
resources, and using maps to track their locations and impacts.

Jessica Owens, Science for Georgia Amy Sharma, Science for Georgia

Panel: Energy Grid & Affordability

Peter Hubbard, GA Public Service Commission Andrea Young Jones, GA WAND
Yolonda Spinks, Southern Environmental Law Moderator
Center Garry Harris, Center for Sustainable Communities

Panel: Tales from Rural Communities

Learn firsthand about the “Highway to Hell” in rural South Georgia. From the negative impact of the
woody biomass industry to proposed data centers to natural disasters.

Nadia Alhadidi, Georgia State University's Treva Gear, Dogwood Alliance &
School of Public Health Concerned Citizens of Cook County

Dakkia Bradshaw, Lumber City Community

Leader

Workshop/Panel: Community Benefits Agreements

Community Benefits Agreements are often mentioned as a great tool for creating and sustaining
change. But what are they? How do you make them happen? What must be done to make them work
for communities?

Kevin T. Bryan, Equnival Partners LLC

Holding Space for Climate Grief

Danielle Jones, ROOTSRISE LLC

Resilience as Resistance: Trauma-Informed Tools for Environmental Justice
Leaders & Communities

Crystal M. Consonery, Certified Faith-Based
Clinical Counselor & Life Coach
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Daniel Blackman
Founder Renaissance94

Daniel Blackman is a global leader in climate, equity, and governance. His
work bridges public policy, diplomacy, philanthropy, and capital. He was a
former Presidential Appointee under the Biden-Harris Administration.
There he oversaw more than $6 billion in climate, infrastructure, and
environmental justice investments as Regional Administrator of the US
EPA Region 4. In that role, he served eight states and six federally
recognized tribes while advancing long-term economic resilience.

Daniel Blackman is a Board Trustee of Support + Feed. He's also Vice Chairman and Advisor to Edelen Renewables. He is
the founder of Renaissance94. Daniel Blackman is recognized for aligning government, private capital, and ethical
governance to build resilient, community-centered institutions that deliver lasting impact beyond political cycles.
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Wisdom Akanmisikum

PhD Candidate
Auburn University

Wisdom Akanmisikum'’s research
focuses on hydrogeology,
environmental geochemistry,
groundwater quality, and
environmental justice, with an
interest in contaminant transport
and community-centered
environmental research. Wisdom is
looking forward to addressing
environmental challenges and
improving access to safe,
sustainable water resources.

Nadia Alhadidi

Research Coordinator
Georgia State University's School of
Public Health

Nadia Alhadidi is passionate about
advancing equitable, evidence-
based solutions to air pollution and
environmental justice. She has a
Master's of Public Health in
Environmental Health.

Olivia A. Asher

PhD Candidate
University of Georgia

Olivia A. Asher is a computational
scientist and science policy
advocate in Athens, Georgia. She is
an organizer with the Coalition of
Athens Scientists. She’s also a
regular volunteer with Science for
Georgia. Olivia loves turtles and
liminal space.
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Opal Baker

Founder
Forward Together East Point

Opal Baker champions
environmental justice and food
sovereignty by fighting for universal
access to fresh, local, high-quality
food. Her commitment to civic
advocacy and collective action is
rooted in her family legacy of land
stewardship. Opal builds
community solutions through her
roles in regional environmental and
voting rights organizations.

Adrian Cato

PhD Candidate
Emory University

Adrian Cato's dissertation focuses on
the legacy of environmental injustice,
coastal conservation, and ecological
science in coastal Georgia. Devoted
to the local food system, Adrian is a
farm steward at Unearthing Farm in
Atlanta and a board member at
oyster shell recycling and living
shorelines project Shell to Shore
based in Athens.

Dakkia Bradshaw

Founder
Heart of Georgia Foundation

Dakkia Bradshaw is a public servant
and community leader. She's been a
Telfair County Commissioner since
2018. She is the Secretary for Telfair
NAACP 5257. She has a background
in criminal justice and business
administration. Dakkia connects
businesses and government,
fostering economic development

and empowering rural communities.

Kevin T. Bryan

Founder
Equnival Partners

Kevin Bryan forges equitable
environmental policy through
collaboration and advocacy. For
20 years, he's built coalitions,
developed organizational
strategy, and fostered
collaboration between
stakeholders. Kevin works with
communities, corporations, and
advocacy groups to address
equity across climate,
conservation, and energy policy.

Amy Chicos

Ecopsychologist & Relational
Permaculture Coach
BeEcoWell

For a decade, Amy Chicos has
facilitated meditation, earth-based
wisdom, and Circle Practice. She is
dedicated to sharing simple,
grounded tools that help
environmental advocates sustain
their energy, increase effectiveness,
and deepen their connection to the
land and each other.

Crystal M. Consonery

Founder
Reclaim Wellness Institute

Dr. Crystal M. Consonery is a faith-
based trauma healing and brain
wellness expert. She's also a certified
mental health coach. She helps
people heal emotionally through
neuroscience, biblical principles, and
practical wellness strategies. Dr.
Crystal empowers people to restore
balance, renew their minds, and
reclaim purpose in every area of life.
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Jeremiah Dang

Student, Fellow, & Researcher
Kendeda Building for Innovative
Sustainable Design

Jeremiah Dang has experience in
sustainability, green building design,
and community engagement.
Jeremiah is passionate about
environmentally conscious, urban-
focused design. Jeremiah is
committed to shaping sustainable
environments through architecture.

Laura Early

Eastern Program Director
SouthWings

Laura has been with SouthWings
since 2021. Prior, she served as
Executive Director and Satilla
Riverkeeper. She has also worked
with extension programs at the
University of Florida and Clemson
University. Laura holds an MS in
Conservation Ecology and

Sustainable Development from UGA.

Sarah Eazzetta

Central States Program Associate
Southeastern Wind Coalition

Sarah Eazzetta leads outreach and
education related to wind energy
across the Southeast. She
graduated from Tulane University in
2024 with a degree in Public Health
and Environmental Studies. Sarah
previously organized renewable
energy campaigns with
environmental advocacy
organizations.

Jacqueline Echols

South River Watershed Alliance

Dr. Jacqueline Echols has been
advocating for the South River and
communities since the mid-90s.
Jackie's approach to environmental
work is, "Nothing is more political
than the environment, especially
when it comes to issues impacting
environmental justice
communities." She negotiated the
remediation of the "Tift" site with
the GA EPD in 2023.
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Treva Gear

GA State Manager, Dogwood Alliance
Founder, Concerned Citizens of Cook
County

Dr. Treva Gear founded the
Concerned Citizens of Cook
County, a grassroots community
organization in Adel, GA. She's an
army veteran, educator, and
community organizer. She has a
doctorate in Adult & Career
Education from Valdosta State
University.

Finn Gillette

Water Scientist
Fulton County Public Works

Finn Gillette has a Master's degree
in Geosciences focused on water
science. He has obtained a GIS
certificate. Finn is passionate about
working with local communities and
protecting our water.
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Rachel Gray

Sustainability Manager
Shelby County Health Department

Rachel Gray's work is grounded in a
love for humanity and a
commitment to community well-
being. With 24 years of service in
Shelby County government, she's
built a distinguished career as a
leader, advocate, and change agent
focused on improving quality of life
through education, environmental
stewardship, and public service.

Tykivious Grier

South Georgia Organizer
Georgia Interfaith Power & Light

Tykivious “Ty” Grier partners with
faith communities and local leaders
to advance environmental justice
across Southwest Georgia. He
works to elevate community voices,
strengthen local connections, and
inspire residents to take action
together for a more just and
sustainable future.

Brandy Hall

Founder & CEO
Shades of Green Permaculture

Brandy Hall has led a team of 30
serving thousands of clients through
regenerative landscape design and
build. She is a contractor, mason,
and educator. Brandy is recognized
nationally for her expertise. She
published The Complete Guide to
Home Permaculture in January 2026.

Richie Harding

Executive Director
Northampton First

Reggie Harding serves as Pastor of
New Vision Christian Center. He is
the founder of Gaston Youth and
Northampton First.

Garry A. Harris

President & CEO
Center for Sustainable Communities

Garry Harris works tirelessly using a
Just Science approach. His goal is to
make a more just, sustainable,
equitable, and resilient world for all.
He creates solutions to address
disparities like social, climate,
environmental, and health.

Angela Hill

Pollution Control Deputy Administrator
Shelby County Health Department

Angela Hill leads innovative cross-
sector strategies that address
climate resilience, environmental
justice, and public health. Her work
advances and expands community-
centered sustainability initiatives.
Angela strengthens partnerships
that improve environmental
outcomes.
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Peter Hubbard

Commissioner District 3
Georgia Public Service Commission

Peter Hubbard is an energy expert.
He is currently serving as a member
of the Georgia Public Service
Commission for District 3. Prior to
assuming office in 2026, he spent
over 15 years in the energy sector
and founded the nonprofit Georgia
Center for Energy Solutions to
advocate for clean energy and
affordable utility rates.

Irene Jacob

ATL Community-Engaged Research Fellow
Food Well Alliance

Irene Jacob is a Master of City and
Regional Planning student at
Georgia Tech. She specializes in
the environment, climate, and
design. She has an interest in
creating resilient cities in the fight
against climate change, with a
focus on vulnerable communities.
Irene works with Food Well
Alliance to support community
gardens.

Allen Hyde

Associate Professor & Director of
Undergraduate Studies
Georgia Institute of Technology

Allen Hyde is a sociologist whose
main research areas are
stratification and inequality, urban
sociology, work and occupations,
climate and disaster resilience, and
immigration.

Danielle Jones

Founder/Principle
ROOTSRISE LLC
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Danielle Jones designs curriculum
and workshops on liberatory,
earth-based, and embodied
practices. She is an environmental
educator, environmental health
professional, and yoga teacher.
Danielle curates learning spaces
that foster deep connection and
social change. She is guided by
values of love, curiosity,
transparency, equity, and integrity.

Danait Issac

Community Manager
Girls Plus Environment

Danait Issac is a passionate
advocate for environmental
justice. She's dedicated to
creating a sustainable and just
future for Black and Brown
communities. As a Metro Atlanta
native and the daughter of
Eritrean immigrants, she has a
deep understanding of the racial
inequities and health disparities
that communities of color face.

Ryan Jones

Founder
Black Empowerment for
Environmental Sustainability

Ryan Jones is an attorney,
environmental engineer, and
spoken word artist. His
organization is dedicated to the
creation and promotion of art
and cultural events in support of
environmental justice. Ryan is a
2019 TEDxAtlanta Speaker, a
2018 Individual World Poetry
Slam Finalist, and a Cave Canem
Fellow.
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Kathryn Kolb

Executive Director
EcoAddendum

Master Naturalist Kathryn Kolb
leads outings in natural areas and
takes botanical inventories. She
creates forest restoration plans for
parks and greenspaces. She leads
EcoAddendum'’s EcoSteward classes
and volunteer programs. Kathryn is
an award-winning fine art
photographer of natural forms and
landscapes.

Chad Livsey

Founder
Chad Livsey Project

Chad Livsey's organization advances
environmental justice through litter
removal, youth engagement, and

hands-on environmental action. His

work addresses the disproportionate

environmental burdens placed on
Black and Brown communities while
restoring dignity and pride in public
spaces.

Yarrow Koning

Organizer
Queers 4 Climate Justice

Yarrow Koning is an environmental
educator and multimedia
storyteller specializing in queer
ecologies and ecojustice. Yarrow
organizes events and develops
educational resources, including
the documentary Can't Stop
Change: Queer Climate Stories from
the Florida Frontlines. Yarrow also
hosts a Queer Ecologies Book Club
at Charis Books.

Lara Martin

Community Member
Lindmoor Woods Neighborhood Assoc

Lara Martin is a community
organizer and resident in Lindmoor
Woods. Hers is one of many
communities negatively impacted

by the GDOT 285 Toll Express Lanes

project referred to as the "Eastside
Express Lanes."

Erin Lebow-Skelley

Assistant Director of Programs
HERCULES Exposome Research Center

Erin Lebow-Skelley manages
community engagement and
evaluation for Emory's HERCULES
Exposome Research Center. She
builds partnerships with Atlanta-
area communities to address their
environmental health concerns.
Prior to joining Emory, she worked
for the CDC's Prevention Research
Centers Program.

Courtney McGill

Digital Creator & Community Archivist
Black-Owned Brunswick

Courtney McGill is a Sapelo Island
descendant. Her work centers Black
coastal life, land, and cultural
memory across Brunswick and
Sapelo Island. She founded Black-
Owned Brunswick, documenting
Black businesses and place-based
histories. She creates oral histories
on ethnobotanical knowledge and
Gullah Geechee environmental
traditions.
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Alina Merceron

Community Engagement Coordinator
HERCULES Exposome Research Center

Alina Merceron coordinates
community engagement for Emory's
HERCULES Exposome Research
Center as well as the Climate and
Health Actionable Research and
Translation Center. Prior to that she
worked as a middle school science
teacher.
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Gavin Messer

Youth Tree Team Member
Trees Atlanta

Gavin Messer won the Frank Ski
Kids: Planet Green Science
Expedition in 2023. He's a Georgia
Urban Ecologist 2024 Cohort 1
Graduate. He was a Youth Tree
Team member. Gavin runs his own
club called Rubik's Cubing Club, and
he is a member of Science
Olympiad, GENTS, and Esports at his
high school.

Marcus Morris

Research Intern
Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Marcus Morris' research focuses on
how metal pollutants and other
trace metals move and accumulate
throughout watersheds. Marcus
contributed to work on the Tift Site
by collecting and analyzing water
and sediment in the South River
and sharing findings with
community organizations.

Natalie Pilgeram

East Point Community Member

Natalie Pilgeram has been a
resident of East Point since 2022.
She completed a PhD in Psychology
at Emory University in 2024. Natalie
is a Community Reporter for the
Atlanta Documenters Program and
Canopy Atlanta. She is passionate
about public policy, especially at the
local level.

Neesha Powell-Ingabire

Journalist, Essayist, Writing Educator,
& Cultural Organizer

Neesha Powell-Ingabire is a
journalist, essayist, writing educator,
and cultural organizer. Her award-
nominated book, Come By Here: A
Memoir in Essays from Georgia’s
Geechee Coast goes beneath
Georgia's facade of beaches and
golden marshes to recover Black
history alongside personal and
family stories.

Sharon Rachel

PhD Student
Georgia Institute of Technology

Sharon Rachel researches the
intersectional social dimensions of
climate change and climate
leadership among marginalized
populations. She is a public health
specialist. She's dedicated her 20+
year career to advancing health
equity, health education, research,
and training. Sharon is the 2026
Georgia Tech Community-Engaged
Research Fellow.
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Amy Sharma

Executive Director
Science for Georgia

Dr. Amy Sharma is the Executive
Director of Science for Georgia.
She has worked in start-ups,
academia, and government. Her
passion is connecting people
across various audiences. She has
a PhD and BSE in Biomedical
Engineering from Duke University.

Diamond Spratling

Founder & Executive Director
Girl Plus Environment

Diamond Spratling is an award-
winning climate justice leader,
children’s book author, and public
speaker. She's the author of the
Sage Sails the World series. Her
work has been featured in NPR,
Essence, AfroTech, Inc. Magazine,
and Black Enterprise.

Gillian Smith

Wellness Program Coordinator
Center for Black Women's Wellness

Gillian Smith applies her research
training and people skills to assist in
the facilitation of various wellness
programs to educate and empower
community members and connect
them with essential healthcare
services.

Yolonda Spinks

Environmental Justice Policy Advocate
Southern Environmental Law Center

Yolonda Spinks collaborates with
environmental justice leaders and
partners across the Southeast.
She supports communities
disproportionately impacted by
environmental harm tied to
income inequality and systemic
racism. Yolonda brings lived
experience, a commitment to
advancing environmental justice,
and community-centered
solutions.

Akissi Stokes-Nelson

CEO & Co-Founder
WunderGrubs, Inc

Akissi Stokes-Nelson integrates
technology, project management,
and community initiatives to drive
growth and social impact. She's led
work at Xerox, the Atlanta Housing
Authority, and The Carter Center.
Akissi is passionate about
sustainable development,
environmental justice, and
community resilience to create
lasting social and environmental
change.

Ted Terry

County Commissioner
DeKalb County Super District 6

In 2020, Commissioner Terry was
elected to serve as the Super District
6 Commissioner of DeKalb County.
His district includes half of the
county with portions of South,
Central, and North DeKalb, totaling
approximately 350,000 residents. He
is an advocate for civil rights,
environmental justice, and
government transparency.
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Dajawn Williams

Lead Restoration &
Invasive Removal Specialist
EcoAddendum

Dajawn Williams offers professional
invasive removal, environmental
restoration, and conservation
education. He serves as a
Sustainability Specialist at
Kennesaw State University and
leads restoration and invasive
removal projects for
EcoAddendum. Dajawn is also the
Atlanta Volunteer Leader for
Outdoor Afro.

Andrea Young Jones

Gov Relations & Public Policy Director
GA WAND

Andrea Young Jones advocates for
nuclear harm reduction in frontline
communities, cumulative impact
assessments, and equitable energy
affordability policies that expand
renewable energy. She believes
environmental and energy justice
are national concerns and that the
impacts of pollution and industrial
waste do not stop at political
boundaries.

Marcia Worrell

Mental Health Navigator &
Wellness Program Associate
Center for Black Women's Wellness

Marcia Worrell connects with

individuals and provides them with
speedy and thorough support from
1-on-1 counseling to food security.

Anna Zelcer

Local Ambassador for Georgia
Climate Fresk & Angelini Pharma

Anna Zelcer advocates for
sustainability, global collaboration,
and empowerment. She facilitates
and trains workshops in English
and Spanish for over 500 people
across companies (Dior, Exotec,
FACCQ), universities, schools, and
conferences. Anna has 6 years
experience in sustainability project
management.

Nataliia Yaroshenko

Fulbright Researcher
University at Buffalo

Nataliia is a plant population
ecologist working on the war-
affected ecosystems in the Eastern
partnership countries with a
special focus on Ukraine. She is a
founder of enWAR_mental,
regarding the war impact on
Ukrainian ecosystems. She also
studies ecosystem conservation
measures at weapon-affected
areas in the US.
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	Environment Under Threat: A Case From Ukraine Nataliia Yaroshenko, Sumy National Agrarian University & University of Buffalo


	SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
	Data Centers: Everything You Wanted to Know and More
	Panel: Energy Grid & Affordability
	Moderator Garry Harris, Center for Sustainable Communities

	Panel: Tales from Rural Communities
	Nadia Alhadidi, Georgia State University's School of Public Health
	Dakkia Bradshaw, Lumber City Community Leader

	Workshop/Panel: Community Benefits Agreements
	Holding Space for Climate Grief
	Resilience as Resistance: Trauma-Informed Tools for Environmental Justice Leaders & Communities

	OUR PRESENTERS
	Daniel Blackman Founder Renaissance94
	Daniel Blackman is a global leader in climate, equity, and governance. His work bridges public policy, diplomacy, philanthropy, and capital. He was a former Presidential Appointee under the Biden–Harris Administration. There he oversaw more than $6 billion in climate, infrastructure, and environmental justice investments as Regional Administrator of the US EPA Region 4. In that role, he served eight states and six federally recognized tribes while advancing long-term economic resilience.
	Daniel Blackman is a Board Trustee of Support + Feed. He’s also Vice Chairman and Advisor to Edelen Renewables. He is the founder of Renaissance94. Daniel Blackman is recognized for aligning government, private capital, and ethical governance to build resilient, community-centered institutions that deliver lasting impact beyond political cycles.

	Wisdom Akanmisikum
	Wisdom Akanmisikum’s research focuses on hydrogeology, environmental geochemistry, groundwater quality, and environmental justice, with an interest in contaminant transport and community-centered environmental research. Wisdom is looking forward to addressing environmental challenges and improving access to safe, sustainable water resources.

	Nadia Alhadidi
	Nadia Alhadidi is passionate about advancing equitable, evidence-based solutions to air pollution and environmental justice. She has a Master’s of Public Health in Environmental Health.

	Olivia A. Asher
	Olivia A. Asher is a computational scientist and science policy advocate in Athens, Georgia. She is an organizer with the Coalition of Athens Scientists. She’s also a regular volunteer with Science for Georgia. Olivia loves turtles and liminal space.



