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EJCP Conference Findings | Synthesis for Future Programming and Advocacy 

The EJCP Conference concept mapping results highlight a clear shift from awareness to 
action, with communities prioritizing grassroots organizing, advocacy, and partnerships as 
central to advancing environmental justice and climate protection. These priorities are 
consistent with peer-reviewed research showing that community-engaged approaches are 
essential for achieving equitable environmental and public health outcomes. 

Grassroots organizing emerged as the highest-rated priority, emphasizing community-led 
solutions, particularly in frontline and vulnerable populations. This aligns with established 
research on community-based participatory research (CBPR), which demonstrates that 
involving communities directly in identifying problems and developing solutions improves 
trust, relevance, and effectiveness of environmental health interventions (Wallerstein et al., 
2020). CBPR has been widely recognized as a key approach for advancing environmental 
justice because it centers lived experience and builds local capacity. 

Advocacy was identified as a key mechanism for driving systemic change, with participants 
emphasizing civic engagement and accountability. Research supports this, showing that 
public engagement plays a critical role in shaping environmental attitudes and influencing 
policy outcomes (Ballew et al., 2020). Individuals who are more engaged are more likely to 
support environmental protections and participate in collective action. 

Partnerships were also identified as essential, with participants calling for stronger 
collaboration across organizations and sectors. This reflects broader evidence that cross-
sector collaboration—especially between public health, environmental, and community 
organizations—enhances the effectiveness and sustainability of environmental 
interventions (Ebi et al., 2021). Collaborative approaches help align resources and address 
complex environmental challenges more comprehensively. 

Education and concrete initiatives remain important supporting themes. Research indicates 
that education is most effective when it is action-oriented and paired with opportunities for 
engagement (Wallerstein et al., 2020). Additionally, place-based, community-driven 
initiatives have been shown to improve environmental conditions while strengthening trust 
and social cohesion (Ebi et al., 2021). 

The EJCP-identified next steps, including expanding community organizing, strengthening 
advocacy, building partnerships, improving access to information, and implementing local 
projects, align with evidence-based best practices. Studies consistently show that 
equitable environmental outcomes are more likely when initiatives incorporate 
participatory governance, accessible communication, and sustained collaboration 
(Wallerstein et al., 2020; Ebi et al., 2021). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  
Next Steps: Based on the outcomes at the 2025 EJCP, the findings point to several clear and 
actionable next steps: 
 

1. Need to strengthen community-led organizing by supporting local leadership and 
creating spaces for residents to come together around the issues that matter most 
to them. This includes holding town halls, facilitating discussions, and ensuring that 
community voices guide decision-making. 

2. Strengthening advocacy and civic engagement. Stakeholders emphasized the 
importance of encouraging participation in voting, public meetings, and other forms 
of civic action. This will help ensure that environmental and public health priorities 
are reflected in policy decisions. 

3. Building stronger partnerships across organizations and sectors will be essential. By 
connecting environmental justice groups, health advocates, faith-based 
organizations, and local leaders, communities can align efforts, share resources, 
and expand their reach. 

4. Making information more accessible and action-oriented. This means developing 
materials in plain language, offering multilingual resources, and clearly outlining 
what actions people can take. When information is easy to understand, more people 
can participate and contribute to solutions. 

5. Strong call to turn ideas into visible, local projects. Supporting initiatives such as 
community gardens, resilience hubs, and environmental data tools will help 
translate community input into real-world impact and improve health and resilience 
over time. 

 
Ways to Strengthen Community Health & Environmental Well-Being: Building on 
stakeholder input and supported by research and federal guidance, the following 
recommendations provide evidence-based approaches to protect and strengthen 
community health while advancing equitable decision-making. 
 
1. Strengthen Community-Led Decision-Making Structures.  

Supporting community-led governance, such as advisory boards, participatory planning 
processes, and local leadership development, ensures that those most affected by 
environmental and health challenges have a direct role in shaping solutions.  
 
Research shows that meaningful community involvement leads to more effective and 
equitable environmental and public health outcomes (O’Fallon & Dearry, 2022). When 
communities are actively involved in decision-making, policies and programs are more 
responsive to local needs and more likely to be trusted and sustained. 

 
How this supports equitable decision-making 
- Centers the voices of frontline and historically underrepresented populations 
- Builds shared power between communities and institutions 
- Ensures decisions reflect lived experiences and local priorities 
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2. Expand Access to Clear, Action-Oriented Environmental and Health Information. 

Providing multilingual, plain-language, and culturally relevant information enables 
individuals and communities to understand risks and take informed action. 
 
Evidence shows that accessible communication improves public understanding, 
engagement, and participation in health and environmental decisions (National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine [NASEM], 2017). When 
information is clear and actionable, communities are better equipped to advocate 
for themselves and participate in policy processes. 
 
How this supports equitable decision-making: 
- Reduces barriers to participation caused by language, literacy, or technical 

complexity 
- Increases transparency and trust in institutions 
- Empowers communities to engage in advocacy and decision-making processes 

 
3. Invest in Place-Based Environmental Interventions. 

Implementing tangible, community-level projects (e.g., green spaces, pollution 
reduction efforts, and resilience infrastructure) can directly improve environmental 
conditions and health outcomes. 
 
It has been demonstrated that place-based interventions, such as greening vacant lots, 
are associated with reductions in violence and improvements in community health 
(Branas et al., 2011). These types of projects provide visible, immediate benefits while 
addressing long-term environmental risks. 

 
How this supports equitable decision-making: 
- Prioritizes investments in communities with the greatest need 
- Demonstrates responsiveness to community-identified priorities 
- Creates opportunities for community participation in planning and implementation 

 
WHAT SUCCESS LOOKS LIKE 
Success will be reflected in stronger community engagement and measurable 
improvements in environmental and public health outcomes. This includes more residents 
participating in local decision-making, increased advocacy and civic involvement, and 
stronger collaboration across organizations. It also includes greater access to clear and 
useful information, as well as the development of visible projects that directly benefit 
communities. 

Implications for Future EJCP Programming and Conferences. Taken together, the EJCP 
findings and supporting literature suggest that future programming should emphasize 
integrated, action-oriented approaches that combine community engagement, advocacy, 
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and implementation. EJCP Conferences should evolve beyond knowledge-sharing events 
into platforms for skill-building, partnership development, and coordinated action. 

Future conferences can strengthen their impact by incorporating community-led sessions, 
advocacy training, and structured opportunities for collaboration. Providing accessible, 
multilingual materials and showcasing successful community-driven initiatives will further 
support inclusive participation and practical application. Aligning future efforts with both 
community priorities and evidence-based practices will position Sci4GA to more effectively 
advance environmental justice and public health outcomes. 
 

MORE ABOUT EJCP | How Community Input Is Guiding Action 
The EJCP Conference was designed not just to gather input, but to directly shape priorities and 
actions. Through concept mapping, community members identified the areas that matter most—
grassroots organizing, advocacy, and partnerships—providing a clear foundation for where efforts 
should be focused. This ensures that future work reflects the lived experiences and needs of the 
communities most affected. 
 

Community input was also translated into clear, actionable strategies. The findings outline practical 
steps—such as supporting local organizing, strengthening civic engagement, building partnerships, 
and launching community-based projects—along with the resources needed and indicators of 
success . This approach ensures that community voices are not only heard, but actively used to 
guide implementation and measurable impact. 
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