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CLIMATE | ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

New report ranks Georgia fifth
most vulnerable state to climate

change in U.S.
Emily Jones |  WABE

November 6th, 2023

The Environmental Defense Fund’s Climate Vulnerability Index recently rated

Georgia as the fifth most vulnerable state in the country in relation to climate
change. (Matthew Pearson/WABE)
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This coverage is made possible through a partnership with WABE and Grist, a

nonprofit, independent media organization dedicated to telling stories of climate

solutions and a just future.

Georgia is one of the states most vulnerable to climate change, according to a new

analysis that ranked it fifth in the country.

The Environmental Defense Fund’s Climate Vulnerability Index ranked the states and

looked at the county and census tract levels as well, weighing factors beyond extreme

events like fires and hurricanes. 

The most vulnerable county in Georgia, according to the analysis, is Macon-Bibb,

largely because of existing conditions like poverty and poor health.

“The more resources you have, the more protection you have,” said Jennifer Barkin, a

professor at the Mercer University School of Medicine who researches climate and

health. “And the more ability you have to basically be resilient.

In Macon, one of the major baseline risk factors is air pollution and the health

problems that can be caused from it. Lots of sources have polluted Middle Georgia’s

air for a long time: coal-burning power plants, diesel train engines and two major

highways. Worsening heat waves due to climate change can exacerbate that pollution.

“Heat and air pollution interact in a malicious way,” said Barkin.

Greg Boike of the Middle Georgia Clean Air Coalition said there’s been improvement in

some of the region’s air pollution, but a lot of it is outside of what locals can control.

Because of this, Boike focuses on bigger-picture solutions that could still have local

impacts.

“Part of that is looking to how we as a community, as a region, support the transition to

electric vehicles,” he said.
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Right now, hundreds of billions of dollars are available for EVs and other climate

projects thanks to recent federal laws. One of the goals of the EDF’s index is to help

community leaders find resources they need to make themselves less vulnerable. 

“Everybody needs to try to capitalize on this historic moment in time,” said Grace Tee

Lewis, a senior health scientist at EDF.

“We can try to dig in and make some change, positive change, for communities that

need it the most.”
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Mental health crisis funding on the DeKalb ballot in Tuesday's
elections

WABE’s mission is simple: “Inform, inspire, reflect and empower our greater

Atlanta community. ” We do that through the news, information, and

entertainment we bring you via radio and TV, on your phone, in your car, on your

smart speaker, or online at the new WABE.org—anywhere and everywhere

throughout greater Atlanta. And we can only do this with your help. Please

consider becoming a member of WABE today.

LIVE WABE 90.1:

1A Schedule
Cha
Stre

https://www.wabe.org/mental-health-crisis-funding-on-the-dekalb-ballot-in-tuesdays-elections/
https://www.wabe.org/mental-health-crisis-funding-on-the-dekalb-ballot-in-tuesdays-elections/
https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/schedule


11/7/23, 12:17 PM New report ranks Georgia fifth most vulnerable state to climate change in U.S.

https://www.wabe.org/georgia-is-highly-vulnerable-to-climate-change-report-finds/ 9/12

Ways you can help us in our mission

 Donate

Become a Sustaining MemberLIVE WABE 90.1:

1A Schedule
Cha
Stre

https://www.pledgecart.org/?campaign=892540CC-FBBD-44D4-9022-7D02EB3CF773&source=
https://www.pledgecart.org/pledgeCart3/?campaign=C0C4C989-52E1-45AD-9449-29C659B65EEF&source=
https://wpba.secureallegiance.com/wpba/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=CORNERSTON&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=INj%2bfAh67W8%2fpOR5lhYOc71YhDw50SikSh2nq0qouhg%3d
https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/schedule


11/7/23, 12:17 PM New report ranks Georgia fifth most vulnerable state to climate change in U.S.

https://www.wabe.org/georgia-is-highly-vulnerable-to-climate-change-report-finds/ 10/12

Join Cornerstone Society

Join Passport for PBS onDemand

Donate

Newsletters

Schedule

Shows

Schedule

Upcoming Events

News

Categories

Special Reports

Radio

Radio

Podcasts

TV

Featured

Our Community

LIVE WABE 90.1:

1A Schedule
Cha
Stre

https://wpba.secureallegiance.com/wpba/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=CORNERSTON&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=INj%2bfAh67W8%2fpOR5lhYOc71YhDw50SikSh2nq0qouhg%3d
https://wpba.secureallegiance.com/wpba/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=PASSPORT&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=wD5h0wdH7y06egm5%2fkW7sm3L5BYddGq6PVAl6UEf65g%3d
https://www.pledgecart.org/?campaign=892540CC-FBBD-44D4-9022-7D02EB3CF773&source=
https://twitter.com/wabeatl
https://www.facebook.com/WABEATL/
https://www.instagram.com/wabeatl/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jNbP_Gsm-ZdpoKGRV3GSg
https://www.wabe.org/newsletters
https://www.wabe.org/schedule
https://www.wabe.org/tv
https://www.wabe.org/schedule/tv
https://www.wabe.org/events
https://www.wabe.org/categories
https://www.wabe.org/special-reports
https://www.wabe.org/radio
https://www.wabe.org/podcasts
https://www.wabe.org/tv
https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/schedule


11/7/23, 12:17 PM New report ranks Georgia fifth most vulnerable state to climate change in U.S.

https://www.wabe.org/georgia-is-highly-vulnerable-to-climate-change-report-finds/ 11/12

Past Events

Community Calendar From How Do You Atlanta?

Donate

Become a Sustaining Member

Passport for PBS on demand

Cornerstone Society

Donate

About |  Press Releases |  Privacy Policy |  Annual Report |  Public Inspection |

Disability Assistance |  Contest Rules |  Diversity Statement |  WABE�FM Public File |

WABE�TV Public File

2015 � 2023 90.1 FM WABE

Outreach

Support Us

More

Station Info

People

Careers

Public Disclosures

LIVE WABE 90.1:

1A Schedule
Cha
Stre

https://www.wabe.org/events/past
https://www.howdoyouatlanta.com/
https://www.pledgecart.org/pledgeCart3/?campaign=8D19A2E6-2FD8-4A7A-8737-84E1EE7833D6&source=
https://www.pledgecart.org/pledgeCart3/?campaign=892540CC-FBBD-44D4-9022-7D02EB3CF773&source=#/home%20
https://wpba.secureallegiance.com/wpba/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=PASSPORT&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=wD5h0wdH7y06egm5%2fkW7sm3L5BYddGq6PVAl6UEf65g%3d
https://wpba.secureallegiance.com/wpba/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=CORNERSTON&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=INj%2bfAh67W8%2fpOR5lhYOc71YhDw50SikSh2nq0qouhg%3d
https://www.pledgecart.org/pledgeCart3/?campaign=8D19A2E6-2FD8-4A7A-8737-84E1EE7833D6&source=
https://www.pbs.org/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.prx.org/
https://www.americanpublicmedia.org/
https://www.cpb.org/
https://www.wabe.org/about
https://www.wabe.org/press-releases
https://www.wabe.org/privacy-policy
https://www.wabe.org/annual-reports/
https://www.wabe.org/wabe-fm-public-inspection-file
https://www.wabe.org/disability-assistance-notice
https://www.wabe.org/contestrules
https://www.wabe.org/pba-diversity-statement/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/WABE
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/WABE-TV
https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/people
https://www.wabe.org/careers
https://www.wabe.org/public-disclosures
https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/schedule


11/7/23, 12:17 PM New report ranks Georgia fifth most vulnerable state to climate change in U.S.

https://www.wabe.org/georgia-is-highly-vulnerable-to-climate-change-report-finds/ 12/12

LIVE WABE 90.1:

1A Schedule
Cha
Stre

https://www.wabe.org/
https://www.wabe.org/schedule

