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The HERCULES Exposome 

Research Center 
Who we are and what we do



The Exposome
is the concept that 

environmental 
exposures play a role in 

our health over a 
lifetime. These 

exposures include what 
we eat and drink, the 

air we breathe, our 
behaviors and 

lifestyles, and where we 
live, work, and play. 
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HERCULES Community 

Engagement Core
Programming, partnerships, and community support







Stakeholder Advisory Board



UAU!

Roadshow Workshops Planning Grant Action Grant Sustainability Grant 

A Four Phase Program

Clarence Shaheed DuBois 

Exposome Roadshow and Community Grant Program



Example: Community C

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Planning Grant: 
• Coalesced as a 

group
• Developed action 

plan to address 
air and water 
quality related to 
industrial 
pollution

 

 Action Grant:
•Air: Promoted 
use of odor 
reporting app 

•Water: 
Requested 
government 
documents

Sustainability 
Grant:

Narrowed focus to 
reduce industrial 
pollution by 
training 
residents in 
community 
science

Roadshow 
Workshop:

Came together 
around a 
priority issue: 
Industrial 
pollution 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pok%C3%A9mon_Water_Type_Icon.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Science Communication and Outreach



Community-Partnered Research

• Encouraging and supporting Emory scientists who 
want to incorporate community knowledge and 
expertise into their research

• Consulting scientists on best practices of 
community-engagement and partnerships

• (such as developing an MOU!)

• Connecting communities and scientists with 
relevant interests, expertise, or concerns

• Addressing community environmental health 
needs/concerns with research

• Community-engaged 1-yr Pilot Research Studies 



Community-Engaged Research: Guiding 
Principles Shared with our Faculty

Your relationship began 
centuries ago, with many 
forms of exploitation. And, 
recent extraction by 
academics (possibly from 
Emory).

Context

Accept that there will be 
multiple agendas & that all 
partners will need to 
compromise. 

Agendas & 
Compromise

Recognize & value the 
power and knowledge 
already in the community, 
instead of trying to “bring” 
them power or taking the 
role of the “expert.”

INpowerment Science
- Sacoby Wilson, University of Maryland

This community has many assets.
I am not the expert.

What are the community dynamics? How is research 
perceived?

Your goals…
My goals…
Our goals…



Indoor Mold Rain & Tap Water Multiple Chemical Sensitivity
& Metabolomics

Urban Gardens
& Lead Exposure

HERCULES Community Engaged Pilot Grants

Data Visualization & 
Neighborhood EH Concerns

Lead levels & 
retained bullet

Climate Impacts & 
Pollutants in Coastal GA 

mHealth Monitoring 
Environmental Exposures 

and ImpactsIndustrial Emissions & 
Neighborhood Impacts



Notable Outcomes
● Community-led education & action
● Additional funding to community 

partners
● New academic-community 

partnerships
● Media & local gov’t attention
● Presentations & Publication 

(Community co-authored)
● Superfund Designation & 

Remediation
● Local Industrial Zoning Laws
● Industry-initiated Mitigation 
● New research directions

● Helps develop trust in 
community



New in 2024! Community Data Workshops

Communities using Data for Change: Tools, Skills, and Resources
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Example



Engaging with Community - Industrial Air Pollution 

Technical Assistance
Roadshow Grant Program

Community-Academic 
Research Partnership



Engaging with Community - Industrial Air Pollution 

What happened?

Roadshow and Grant Program

• Community members became active in city 
government, known by mayor and other 
elected officials. 

• Successfully advocated for industrial zoning 
moratorium. 

• Continue to organize around EH issues in their 
community (e.g., ongoing stream and odor 
monitoring).



Engaging with Community - Industrial Air Pollution 

What happened?

Photo credit: 
https://churchdevinumc.wordpress.com/2020/04/07/smaller-churches-try-zoom-ing-your-worship/



Questions?



Thank you!

This slide deck template was created by Slidesgo, with icons by Flaticon
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