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The Chattahoochee River is Georgia's largest waterway. Industrial facilities released
more than 5 million pounds of toxic chemicals into Georgia’s waterways in 2020, putting
the state in 13th place nationwide, according to a new report.

Credit: Capitol Beat

ATLANTA — Industrial facilities released more than 5 million pounds of toxic
chemicals into Georgia’s waterways in 2020, putting Georgia in 13th place

nationwide, according to a new report released by Environment Georgia.

Georgia is also one of the top 10 states with the highest pollution loads for
chemicals linked to cancer as well as developmental and reproductive health risks,
according to the report.
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“All too often, polluters use our rivers as open sewers with no repercussions,” said

Jennifer Duenas, public health advocate for Environment Georgia.

Some of the pollutants in Georgia’s waterways come from traditional sources, such

as runoff and wastewater from factories.

But long-lasting particles such as micro plastics and PFAS (polyfluoroalkyl
substances) are also a serious problem in rivers and lakes, said Duenas. The EPA
first required companies to report PFAS data in 2020 and much less is known

about these pollutants.

Such chemicals are difficult to track and regulate because they are found in many
common consumer goods, from plastics to fertilizers, said Amy Sharma, executive
director of Science for Georgia, a group that seeks to make science accessible to the
public.

“We also need to upgrade our definitions and legal limits. [They] should reflect
current knowledge, not 1970s science,” Sharma said. “We need to double down on

accountability, enforcement and infrastructure.”

The Clean Water Act, a landmark federal law that took effect 50 years ago, helped
improve the country’s water health, Sharma said. The act had far-ranging effects,

from ensuring clean drinking water to putting limits on industrial polluters.

The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments about the law earlier this week. If the
plaintiffs in that case are successful, the federal government’s ability to regulate

waterways and wetlands would be reduced.

Though federal regulation is important, state policymakers can take steps to help

protect waterways, Duenas said.

“On the state level, you can create policies, legislation, that reduce the amount of
PFAS actually produced as part of manufacturing systems,” she said. “You can also

strengthen permits that protect waterways.”
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“The state issues permitting in respect to agricultural waste,” said Georgia Rep.
Mary Margaret Oliver, D-Decatur, who serves on the House Science and

Technology Committee and is a board member of the Altamaha Riverkeeper.

Oliver noted there is currently an effort to set up Georgia’s first national park
around the Ocmulgee River basin and that clean water would be essential to that
effort.

This story is available through a news partnership with Capitol Beat News

Service, a project of the Georgia Press Educational Foundation.
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NEWS

Northwest Georgia textile mill to quit using PFAS

A major textile mill in Northwest Georgia will permanently stop using certain
chemicals that provide protective coatings for its products — but pollute

waterways.

May 15,2023 | By: Dave Williams
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NEWS

DA Fani Willis says Georgia indictment decisions will
come this summer

Willis says the announcement on charges will come in the court term that runs

mid-July to Sept. 1.

April 24, 2023 | By: Stephen Fowler
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NEWS

Georgia lawmakers try to wrap heads around
regulating hemp-based recreational products

In the final days of this year’s legislative session, a bill aimed at regulating hemp
products fell short after lawmakers tried to insert language banning Delta-8 THC

and similar products that are often used recreationally.

April 10, 2023 | By: Ross Williams
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